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ABOUT THIS GUIDE 

This list provides an overview of the range of ANU student organizations operating in the broader sustainability 

space. It was compiled at the start of 2018 and may not be fully accurate or comprehensive. Work is beginning 

in 2019 to convert this kind of resource into a website that also tracks events and other up-to-date 

information. That project – the ANU Sustainability Hub, represents a long term goal is to create a more 

comprehensive resource that incorporates three tiers of organizations relevant to sustainability (see below). If 

you are interested in contributing, get in touch: u4319149@anu.edu.au 

 

 
  

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

ANUSA DEPARTMENTS 

Departments operate differently from student clubs. Their primary function is in providing advocacy and 

support for marginalized groups. They generally have access to more funding and play a larger role in the ANU 

Student Association (ANUSA). If you’re unfamiliar with ANUSA, this article by the ANU Observer (a student 

media organization) is a good introduction. Most departments can be argued to have some link to 

sustainability, but here are the most relevant: 

ENVIRONMENT COLLECTIVE (EC) 

Unlike other departments which focus more directly on marginalized social groups, the EC advocates on behalf 

of the environment itself, since it is often marginalized and has no voice. They regularly host meetings and 

working groups on specific projects, run events such as seminars and film screenings, and act as one of the 

peak bodies on campus for students interested in environmental causes.   

 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/anuenviro/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/anuenvironmentcollective/  

Website: http://www.anuenviro.org/ (Under reconstruction at the time of writing) 

 

FOSSIL FREE ANU:  

This group is a subsidiary body within the Environment Collective. As the name suggests, Fossil Free is focused 

on promoting a fossil-free future. In the past they have campaigned against coal mine construction (Adani 

being a notable example) and urged ANU to stop investing in fossil fuels (“divesting”).  

 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/FossilFreeAnu/  

 

Student 
Organizations

•Included in 
this 

document.

• Version 1.0 is 
a starting 

point only. 

ANU 
Organizations

•Will be added 
next after 

consultation 
with ANU

Community 
Organizations

•Will be added 
last in 

consultation 
with broader 
sustainablity 
community. 

mailto:u4319149@anu.edu.au
https://anuobserver.org/2017/07/24/wait-who-are-we-electing-anusa-explained/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/anuenviro/
https://www.facebook.com/anuenvironmentcollective/
http://www.anuenviro.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FossilFreeAnu/
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT  (WD):  

Gender equality and social justice are key concerns in sustainability and comprise 2 of the United Nation’s 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The ANU Women's Department aims to represent, support and 

advocate for all ANU students who identify as a woman and/or have experienced oppression due to being 

perceived by others as a woman. They welcome trans women and non-binary people who identify with the 

previous definition or find their services useful. The Department provides advice, advocacy support and 

referrals to professional services. The Department facilitates a range of activities, events and workshops 

throughout the year on women's issues, feminism and whatever else members are interested in.  

 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ANUwomensdepartment/ (Note: This group is 

autonomous, meaning is only open to ANU students who identify as women, woman-aligned, experience 

gendered oppression as a result of being perceived as a woman, and trans and gender-diverse people who 

may find our services useful.) 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/anuwomensdepartment/  

Website: https://anuwomensdepartment.org/  

ANUSA Profile: https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/womens-department/  

 

ETHNOCULTURAL DEPARTMENT:  

People of colour are disproportionally affected by issues such as climate change and economic inequality, 

which form part of the UN’s SDGs. The ethnocultural department is dedicated to ensuring the voices of the 

ethnically and culturally diverse are represented. They are one of ANUSA’s newest departments, and yet are 

already active in advocacy roles, as well as a range of other projects and campaigns such as the creation of a 

zine last year.  

 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/491650024345060/ (Note: This group is autonomous, 

and available only for students who self-identify as people of colour. This includes but is not limited to people 

who come from a minority ethnocultural background, are white-passing, are Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander, and have been marked or marginalised by white supremacy.) 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUEthnoculturalDepartment/  

INDIGENOUS DEPARTMENT 

Within the Australian context, Indigenous Australians are also disproportionally affected by a range of issues 

related to sustainability including climate change, economic inequality, and social justice. Many sustainability-

related subjects at ANU will directly involve issues pertinent to Indigenous Australians.   

 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUIndigenousDepartment/  

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1061932780594195/ (Note: This is an autonomous 

group for Indigenous students only).  

ANUSA Profile: https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/indigenous-department/  

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ANUwomensdepartment/
https://www.facebook.com/anuwomensdepartment/
https://anuwomensdepartment.org/
https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/womens-department/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/491650024345060/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUEthnoculturalDepartment/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUIndigenousDepartment/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1061932780594195/
https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/indigenous-department/
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QUEER DEPARTMENT 

Although the relevance of queer issues may not be immediately obvious to those interested in sustainability, 

the Queer Department involves itself in issues of social justice and their concerns often intersect with 

sustainability challenges. The Queer* Department provides services to all LGBTIQA (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, intersex, queer/questioning, and/or asexual OR queer* for short) students at the ANU. They run 

social events, advocate, and run political campaigns. 

 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/PrideANU/  

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/15273113985/ (Note: This group is autonomous and 

available only to students who are queer*-identifying or questioning, and are an ANU student or one of our 

cool queer* friends from UC, CIT, ACU, ADFA, or elsewhere). 

Website: https://anuqueerdepartment.com/  

ANUSA Profile: https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/queer-collective/  

 

ANU STUDENT MEDIA 

ANU has two major student media outlets, both of which have some involvement with the broader issues of 

sustainability. Writing for student media is an excellent way to consolidate knowledge, develop your 

communication and organization skills, make new friends, and build awareness of sustainability among the 

student population.  

 

WORONI 

The larger and longest-running of ANU’s student media outfits, Woroni is a highly diverse media outlet, 

offering commentary, reviews, and news reporting across print, TV and radio. It has a dedicated environment 

print/online section and often directly addresses sustainability issues. Since 2017 it has regularly featured 

articles directly focused on sustainability, both within the “Environment” section and beyond.  

 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/woroni/  

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/woronicontributors/ (This group is used by editors to 

pitch article submission ideas, and to discuss your own submissions. A good place to hang out if you are 

interested in writing for Woroni).  

Website: www.woroni.com.au  

 

ANU OBSERVER 

Observer is younger organization, and one more focused on delivering news. The ANU Observer excels at 

providing up-to-date news and analysis on campus developments. Despite offering less opportunities for 

commentary on sustainability, they nonetheless have reported on issues that involve sustainability on campus 

(such as the Union Court Redevelopment) and more broadly, including articles on government policy and their 

effects on students.  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUObserver/  

Introduction Article – What is ANU Observer? https://anuobserver.org/2018/01/30/what-is-the-anu-

observer/  

  

https://www.facebook.com/PrideANU/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/15273113985/
https://anuqueerdepartment.com/
https://anusa.com.au/advocacy/queer-collective/
https://www.facebook.com/woroni/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/woronicontributors/
http://www.woroni.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUObserver/
https://anuobserver.org/2018/01/30/what-is-the-anu-observer/
https://anuobserver.org/2018/01/30/what-is-the-anu-observer/
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STUDENT CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

Separate from the ANUSA Departments and Student Associations are the multitude of student clubs and 

societies. Because sustainability is so broad, many different clubs can be said to be operating in this domain. 

Most of these student clubs fall under a single branch: Humanitarian, Social Justice, and Advocacy. Those that 

don’t typically involve the natural sciences (part of the Disciplines branch) or stand alone as unique groupings 

(Special Interest branch).  

 

Below is a list of just some of the clubs related to sustainability. A full list of ANUSA’s affiliated clubs can be 

found here: https://anusa.com.au/life/clublist/  

 

More detailed information about these clubs can be found on their ANUSA profile found from the list linked 

above, and in many cases, their Facebook pages will contain up-to-date, detailed information about the society 

and upcoming events.  

 

SPECIAL INTEREST BRANCH 

ANU UN Society: Primarily focused on Model United Nations Debating, but also provides ANU students with 

events such as speaker events and movie nights.  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/anuunsociety/  

 

ANU Solar Car Association: Focused on increasing outreach of the World Solar Challenge project and any other 

Solar Car Project that the ANU will be involved in to students prospective, current, and past.  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUSolarCarAssociation/  

Website: http://solinvictus.org.au/  

 

ANU Vege-Table: A society dedicated to promoting the plant-based lifestyle and advocating for animal rights 

throughout ANU and Canberra 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUvegetable/  

 

DISCIPLINE BRANCH 

ANU Science Communication Society: Dedicated to bringing people together from both science and non-

science fields to discuss and communicate the intersection of science with the rest of the world. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/152689264826837/  

 

Fenner School Society: Run by students of the Fenner School of Environment and Society for all ANU students. 

Their primary aim is to encourage a sense of community within the school and wider ANU campus via social 

events. 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/fennerschoolsociety/  

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/9137826895/  

 

ANU Earth & Marine Sciences Society: Organises events to allow students to build interpersonal relationships, 

to network with academics, and to provide opportunities for both students and academics in the Earth & 

Marine Sciences. The society is primarily for Earth & Marine Science students but encourages those from other 

disciplines to join. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/anu.emsc/ 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/anuems/  

https://anusa.com.au/life/clublist/
https://www.facebook.com/anuunsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUSolarCarAssociation/
http://solinvictus.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUvegetable/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152689264826837/
https://www.facebook.com/fennerschoolsociety/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9137826895/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/anu.emsc/
https://www.facebook.com/anuems/


Sustainability Organizations List | An Environment Collective Project 
 

6 of 7 | P a g e  
 

Society for Environmental Sciences: A society for students to connect and network. The society plans to bring 

students studying Environmental Science related courses closer together and to provide a platform for 

students to assist and learn from one other. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/envirosoc.anu/  

 

Frank Fenner Foundation Student Association: Operates as the student branch of the Frank Fenner 

Foundation. This is a non-partisan, multi-disciplinary student society that seeks to promote the ideals of 

biosensitivity by bridging the gap between current research and thinking on biosensitivity, and students.  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/fffsa.anu/  

Frank Fenner Foundation Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/frankfennerfoundation/  

Frank Fenner Foundation Website: http://www.fennerfoundation.org.au/  

 

AISEC ANU: Provides students with self-driven and practical global experiences with a focus on creating 

positive impacts. Hosts cross-cultural exchange programs including: Global Volunteer, Global Talent and Global 

Entrepreneur. 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/AIESECAustralia/  

 

HUMANITARIAN, SOCIAL  JUSTICE AND ADVOCACY BRANCH 

ANU International Justice Mission: A student body to support the global NGO International Justice Mission as 

they work with local authorities to protect the poor from everyday violence, including slavery and sex-

trafficking. 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/InternationalJusticeMissionANU/  

 

Oxfam ANU: A campus-based network of students working together to promote awareness and activism 

surrounding social justice issues as well as highlighting Oxfam's own campaign agendas. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/766480830140997/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/OxfamAnu/  

 

ANU Vinnies: Assists the local community through the running of and promotion of St. Vincent de Paul 

(Vinnies) programs including: Home Visitations, Kids Camps, Night Patrol programs, and other fundraising 

activities. It aims to promote student engagement with poverty and disadvantage in the local community 

through active community service. 

Facebook Group (2018 Volunteers): https://www.facebook.com/groups/124018048302467/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUvinnies/ 

 

Amnesty ANU: The aims and objectives of the club are to: (a) promote the protection of human rights as given 

by the United Nations Human Rights Charter (b) raise awareness of global human rights abuses (c) actively 

campaign to pressure governments and others to stop human rights violations (d) increase student and youth 

participation in, and awareness of, issues of human rights. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/381109898684973/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/amnestyanu/  

 

Fifty50: A student-led organisation that promotes gender equity in science, technology, engineering, and 

maths (STEM) within the ANU 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUFifty50STEM/  

Website: http://www.anufifty50.com/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/envirosoc.anu/
https://www.facebook.com/fffsa.anu/
https://www.facebook.com/frankfennerfoundation/
http://www.fennerfoundation.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/AIESECAustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalJusticeMissionANU/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766480830140997/
https://www.facebook.com/OxfamAnu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/124018048302467/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUvinnies/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/381109898684973/
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyanu/
https://www.facebook.com/ANUFifty50STEM/
http://www.anufifty50.com/
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ANU Circle for Gender Equality: a student group promoting critical discussion and awareness regarding gender 

issues in different cultural contexts, as well as in development throughout the world. 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANUGenderEquity/  

 

ANU Refugee Action Committee: A group of ANU staff and students who are part of a national campaign to 

end Australia's cruel treatment of asylum seekers. They organize events such as rallies and forums to spread 

their message, mobilize and build consensus among supporters of asylum seeker rights, and put pressure on 

decision-makers. 

Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/699392123444968/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANURefugeeActionCommittee/  

 

ANU Volunteering Society: Serve as a bridge between students and local organisations, making it easy to give 

back to the community and develop great new skills in the process. Their website serves as the main location 

for signing up to volunteering opportunities, as well as hearing more about what they involve. 

Facebook Group: 

Facebook Page: 

 

Students Wanting to Eliminate All Textile Sweatshops (SWEATS): This cleverly-named student group is 

committed to campaigning against sweatshops, and also work to combat exploitative labour by teaching 

students their own textile skills like knitting. 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ANU.SWEATS/  

 

 

 

 

Are you involved with a society that 

should be listed in this document? 

Get in touch! 

 

Email: u4319149@anu.edu.au 

Facebook: Nick Blood 

https://www.facebook.com/ANUGenderEquity/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/699392123444968/
https://www.facebook.com/ANURefugeeActionCommittee/
https://www.facebook.com/ANU.SWEATS/
mailto:u4319149@anu.edu.au

